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(54) NETWORK PRINTER 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a network 
printer which can easily execute necessary setting at 
the time of connecting the IP address of a printing 
device to a TCP (transmission control protocol)/IP 
(internet protocol) network. 

SOLUTION: In the network printer, the plural printing 
devices 104 and a hot device 101 are connected in a 
TCP/IP network. The printing device 104 has NIC 
(network interface card) for connecting it to the network " LJ " 
and it broadcasts a setting protocol containing the NIC 
address of the printing device to which the IP address is 
to be set with utility software operating on the host 
device 101 to the network. The printing device inputting 
the setting protocol compares a MAC(media access 
control) address contained in the protocol with a self- 
MAC address. When they are matched, indispensable 
setting at the time of connecting NIC to the network can 
easily be set by changing self-setting. 
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